
    

Dr. Sabrina DeTurk 
sdeturk@sju.edu 
610-660-2188 
Office hours by appointment 

Course description 
This course analyzes key monuments and art historical trends in from the period of the late 14th 
to the early 17th century. The focus of our exploration will be on the art of Europe, with a 
particular emphasis on Italy. We will discuss the careers and works of artists such as Giotto, 
Botticelli, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Albrecht Dürer, and will also explore the social and 
historical context of the art they produced.  Our investigations will cover a variety of art forms, 
including painting, sculpture, and architecture. 

Writing Intensive component 
As this is a writing intensive course, it is structured to provide a balance between presentation of 
new content and opportunities for discussion of writing assignments (both in-class assignments 
and homework).  Generally, Monday classes will be used to introduce new material and 
Thursday classes will be devoted to writing exercises based on the topics for the week.   

Course objectives 

• Students will become familiar with the major artistic themes and movements of the 
Renaissance as well as with significant artists of the period. 

• Students will be able to identify and critically discuss the most prominent works of art 
and architecture of the period. 

• Students will become competent in styles of writing appropriate to the discipline of art 
history including formal analysis, research paper, critique/review, and catalog entries. 

• Students will become familiar with the many different venues in which writing about art 
appears (traditional scholarly journals and books, specialized art websites and blogs, 
general interest publications, etc) and the different writing styles used for each. 

• Students will gain a critical appreciation of the writing process and improve their own 
process through learning how to draft and revise their written work. 

• Students will learn how to provide effective and constructive feedback on others’ writing. 

ART 203 Renaissance Art and Architecture 
Spring 2013 



• Students will be able to successfully communicate, in oral and written form, their critical 
analysis and informed opinions about works of art. 

Required texts 
Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing About Art, 8th, 9th, or 10th Edition (Pearson, 2010) 
John Paoletti and Gary Radke, Art in Renaissance Italy, 4th Edition (Pearson, 2011) 
Additional readings will be provided through Blackboard or on reserve in the library. 

Assignments 

Catalog entry assignment = 5% 
Exhibition review = 5% 
Exam 1 = 10% 
Exam 2 = 10% 
Final exam = 10% 
Formal analysis paper = 10% 
Presentation = 15% 
Research paper = 20% 
Class attendance, participation, completion of in-class assignments = 15% 

Students with Disabilities: 
In accordance with state and federal laws, the University will make reasonable accommodations 
for students with documented disabilities.  For those who have or think that you may have a 
disability requiring an accommodation (learning, physical, psychological) should contact 
Services for Students with Disabilities, Room G10, Bellarmine, 610-660-1774 (voice) or 610-
660-1620 (TTY) as early as possible in the semester for additional information and so that an 
accommodation, if appropriate, can be made in a timely manner.  You will be required to provide 
current (within 3 years) documentation of the disability. 

For a more detailed explanation of the University’s accommodation process, as well as the 
programs and services offered to students with disabilities, please go to 
http://www.sju.edu/int/studentlife/studentresources/sess/accommodations/index.html  If you 
have any difficulty accessing the information on-line, please contact Services for Students with 
Disabilities at the telephone numbers above. 

Academic Honesty: 
Please review the University’s academic honesty policy at 
http://www.sju.edu/resources/registrar/ahpolicies.html   In this course, instances of academic 
dishonesty (including, but not limited to, plagiarism and cheating) will at a minimum result in a 
failing grade for the assignment and may result in a failing grade for the course. 

 

 

http://www.sju.edu/int/studentlife/studentresources/sess/accommodations/index.html
http://www.sju.edu/resources/registrar/ahpolicies.html


Class Schedule 

M 1/14  Introduction to Renaissance Art 
  Paoletti, Chapter 1 (reading the Introduction is also recommended) 

R 1/17   Writing skills pre-test & discussion  

M 1/21  No class (MLK Day) 

R 1/24   Elements of art & introduction to formal analysis 
  Barnet, Chapters 2 & 4 

M 1/28   Florence and Siena in the 14th Century 
  Paoletti, Chapters 4 & 5 

R 1/31 No class, but will need to visit Philadelphia Museum of Art on your own to 
complete your formal analysis assignment 

M 2/4  Florence in the 15th Century, part 1 
  Paoletti, Chapter 10 

R 2/7  Providing constructive criticism: peer review of formal analysis 
  Barnet, Chapter 8 

M 2/11  Florence in the 15th Century, part 2 
  Paoletti, Chapter 11 
  Formal analysis due 

Note: before your first exam, I recommend reading Chapter 14 in the Barnet text 

R 2/14   First Exam 

M 2/18  The Rise of Renaissance Rome 
  Paoletti, Chapter 12 

R 2/21  Reviewing an art exhibit 
  Barnet, Chapter 7 

M 2/25  Rome in the 16th Century 
  Paoletti, Chapter 17 
  Exhibit review due 

R 2/28  Writing for exhibition catalogs (catalog entry exercise completed in class) 
  Barnet, Chapter 6 

M 3/4  No class (spring break) 



R 3/7   No class (spring break) 

M 3/11  A Renaissance Rivalry: Michelangelo & Raphael 
  Giorgio Vasari, “Lives of Michelangelo & Raphael” (on reserve/Bb) 

R 3/14  Understanding scholarly articles in art history 
Barnet, Chapters 11 & 12 

M 3/18  The Rise of Mannerism in Florence 
  Paoletti, Chapters 16 & 18 
  Research topic & preliminary list of sources due 

R 3/21  Second exam 

M 3/25  Renaissance Venice, part 1 
  Paoletti, Chapters 7 & 13 

R 3/28  Outlining & drafting your research paper 
  Bring paper outline to class for peer review 

M 4/1  No class (Easter) 

R 4/4  Peer review of research paper drafts (also submit to Dr. DeTurk for review) 
  Bring paper draft to class for peer review 

M 4/8  Renaissance Venice, part 2 
  Paoletti, Chapter 20 

R 4/11  Making a scholarly presentation 

M 4/15  The Renaissance in the North, part 1 
  H.W. Janson, History of Art, Chapter 5 (on reserve/Bb) 

R 4/18  Writing skills post-test & discussion 
  Research paper due 

M 4/22  The Renaissance in the North, part 2 

R 4/25  Student Presentations & Critique 

M 4/29  Student Presentations & Critique 

R 5/1  Student Presentations & Critique 

Final exam to be scheduled during exam week 
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Formal Analysis Assignment 

 

Draft for peer review due in class: Thursday, February 7 
Final paper due: Monday, February 11 
Length:  approximately 1000 words (3 pages, typed, double spaced) 

To complete this assignment, you will need to visit the Philadelphia Museum of Art, located at 
on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway (www.philamuseum.org).  Please attach your ticket stub to 
your final paper as proof of your visit.   

NOTE: On Sunday, February 3, admission to the Museum is “pay what you wish” all day.  Also, 
the Museum is closed on Mondays and although it is open late on Friday evenings, the galleries 
you need to visit are closed during that time.   

 

As you read in the Sylvan Barnet book and as we discussed in class, a formal analysis goes 
beyond just describing a work of art to answer the question of why an artist made certain choices 
about the use of the elements of art and principles of design.  You can review Chapter 4 in 
Barnet for a much more detailed explanation of how to write a formal analysis paper. 

Please choose one of the following works from the Renaissance Galleries in the PMA (2nd 
Floor) for your formal analysis.   You do not need to do research to complete this assignment, 
however if you do use any outside sources, but sure to cite them appropriately using MLA 
format. 

Gallery 206: Defendente Ferrari, Altarpiece Showing the Virgin and Child with Saints John the 
Baptist, Catherine of Alexandria, and Anthony Abbot, and a Saint Reading a Book, 1520s 

Gallery 210: Pietro Lorenzetti, Panels from an altarpiece showing the Enthroned Virgin and 
Child with a Kneeling Donor and Angels, c. 1319-20 

Gallery 211: Gherardo Starnina, Center of an Altarpiece Showing the Burial and Assumption of 
the Virgin, c. 1404-09 

Gallery 212: Sandro Botticelli, Predella Showing Scenes from the Legend of Mary 
Magdalene…, 
 c. 1484-91 

Gallery 213: Bernardino Zaganelli, Saint Veronica’s Veil, c. 1500 
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Exhibit Review Assignment 
Due in class – Monday, February 25 
 

Using the information in Chapter 7 of Sylvan Barnet’s text and our class discussion as a guide, 
you are to review the exhibition “A Call to Vision: A Jesuit’s Perspective on the World, 
currently on view in the 2nd floor gallery in Merion Hall. 

Your review should be no more than 2 typed, double-spaced pages in length and should include 
the following elements: 

1. A title for your review (NOT just the title of the exhibition) 

2. A paragraph the describes the exhibit (what is being shown) 

3. A paragraph (or two) that analyzes the exhibit (what is important, interesting, different 
about the work; or what is not appealing/successful in the work) 

4. A paragraph that evaluates the exhibit (is it worth going to see?) 
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Research paper 

8-10 pages, typed, double-spaced (plus endnotes, works cited, and images on additional 
pages) 
Use MLA style; information available in the Library Toolkits 

From the general topic assigned, you should develop a clear thesis that you then expand on 
throughout the paper.  To do this, you will need to narrow down the broader topic to 
something that particularly interests you.  It is important that you develop your own critical 
voice in your writing; a paper that relies too heavily on quotes and paraphrases from other 
sources will likely receive a low grade. 
 
You must use ample academic sources (books or journal articles) in your paper.  I expect at 
least 6 – 8 sources for a paper of this length; feel free to use more if you wish. General 
reference works, such as encyclopedias, art dictionaries or textbooks are not acceptable as 
cited sources however you may wish to use those as starting points to get a general overview 
of your topic.  Additionally, while the web is a good way to research and collect images, you 
should not cite websites without my approval (Wikipedia, Web Gallery of Art, art blogs, and 
other non-academic sources are generally unacceptable). You will need to spend substantial 
time with our library databases to collect and select reliable sources and it is likely that you 
will need to use interlibrary loan for books. 
 
Scholarly presentation 
 
From your longer research paper, you will craft a short (6-8 minute) presentation that covers 
a key argument from the paper.  I expect that you will read your presentation to the class, 
using a part of your written text as the source.  You will need to edit that selection to be 
appropriate for a presentation – most importantly, you will need to be sure that your overall 
thesis is identified and addressed at least in part in your presentation.  You will also need to 
have images that accompany your talk.   
 
As a general rule, 1 double-spaced page takes about 2 minutes to read, so your selection 
should be no less than 3 and no more than 4 pages in length.  You do not need endnotes or a 
works cited page as these will have been included with your paper. 

 


